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Abstract-

The name of 'Jagari’ immediately comes to mind as the first and one
of the foremost works among prison-centric novels. Taking ‘Jagari'
as the pioneer and appreciating its excellence, one can read another
prison novel, 'Hanyaman'. This modern novel is based on writer
Jaya Mitra's own experience of serving time in prison. On one hand,
'Hanyaman' takes its inception from 'Jagari', giving a new
dimension to its flow and advancing that trend with dignity. The
aforementioned essay discusses these two prison novels.

In the introduction to the novel 'Jagari', Satinath wrote:

"The conflict of various political ideologies is inevitable with
political awakening. The wave of this turmoil and upheaval is also
striking at the foundation of family life in some places—this is the
story of omne such family. The story should be read against the
backdrop of the August Movement in 1942. The book's objective is
not to campaign against any political party."

On the other hand, 'Hanyaman' is a collage of jail life seen through
a woman's eyes. It is a watercolor portrait of the lives of the various
girls who were incarcerated, and the pathetic stories behind their
arrival in jail. Satinath's "Jagari' is a novel about four members of a
family set against the backdrop of the Second World War. Through
their self-narration and description of their circumstances, the
author has painted a piece of India.
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